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An	Android	file	manager	is	an	app	that	lets	you	explore	the	files	on	your	Android	device,	similar	to	the	Windows	File	Explorer	or	macOS	Finder.	WIthout	an	Android	file	explorer,	moving,	copying,	and	pasting	files	on	your	Android	device	is	much	more	difficult.		Furthermore,	many	Android	file	explorers	give	you	extra	file	management	options,	such	as
creating	file	archives,	uninstalling	apps,	managing	your	SD	card,	cloud	storage	support,	and	more.	Check	out	the	five	best	file	managers	for	Android.	1.	Solid	Explorer	Solid	Explorer	has	risen	through	the	ranks	of	Android	file	explorer	apps	and	is	now	one	of	the	best	options	for	managing	files	on	your	Android	device.	It	features	a	swish,	streamlined
user	interface	with	easy	to	use	menus,	plus	a	range	of	themes	to	suit	your	color	preferences,	all	using	Google’s	Material	UI	design.		One	of	Solid	Explorer’s	best	features	is	its	side-by-side	view,	which	allows	you	to	drag	and	drop	files	or	folders	from	one	panel	to	another.	The	side-by-side	view	makes	transferring	files	incredibly	simple,	saving	you	from
having	to	remember	where	the	destination	folder	is.	Aside	from	side-by-side	file	dragging,	Solid	Explorer	also	includes	a	powerful	archive	tool	that	you	can	use	for	creating	and	managing	archives	(such	as	a	.zip	or	.7zip	file),	an	option	to	stream	your	media	files	via	the	Chromecast	integration,	and	a	handy	file	encryption	tool.	Solid	Explorer	is	a
premium	file	manager	for	Android.	You	receive	a	two-week	trial,	after	which	you’ll	need	to	pay	$2	to	continue	using	the	app.	2.	Total	Commander	Total	Commander	is	one	of	the	original	Android	file	management	tools.	It	offers	an	extensive	and	powerful	collection	of	file	management	options	for	Android	devices.		You	can	use	Total	Commander	to	copy
and	move	entire	directories,	manage	files	on	your	SD	card,	interface	with	your	network	and	cloud	storage	options,	create	file	bookmarks	for	frequently	accessed	files,	and	even	edit	files	using	the	integrated	text	editor.	There’s	also	a	handy	virtual	two-panel	mode,	which	makes	transferring	files	between	folders	simple.	Total	Commander’s	functionality
can	extend	further	using	plugins,	too.	If	you	want	to	upload	files	to	an	FTP	server,	there	is	a	plugin	for	that.	If	you’re	going	to	use	Wi-Fi	direct	file	transfer,	there	is	a	plugin	for	that.	You’ll	also	find	Total	Commander	plugins	that	open	Microsoft	Installer	Files,	read	and	create	ISO	image	files,	provide	an	MD5	or	SHA1	file	hash,	and	so	much	more.	Some
users	will	find	the	aging	interface	style	a	downside.	But	once	you	learn	how	to	navigate	Total	Commander’s	various	menus,	you’ll	understand	why	many	consider	Total	Commander	the	best	file	manager	for	Android.	3.	Simple	File	Manager	Pro	If	you	don’t	need	the	extensive	functionality	of	Solid	Explorer	or	Total	Commander,	you	should	consider	the
Simple	File	Manager.	Unlike	the	other	options	on	this	list,	Simple	File	Manager	is	a	lightweight	Android	file	manager	meant	for	basic	use.	That	said,	Simple	File	Manager	is	more	than	capable.	You	can	rename,	copy,	move,	delete,	and	manage	your	Android	files.	You	can	use	Simple	File	Manager	to	check	file	properties	or	to	create	home	screen
shortcuts	to	specific	files.	Furthermore,	Simple	File	Manager	includes	some	extra	security	functions,	too.	For	example,	you	can	use	Simple	File	Manager	to	password	protect	and	hide	special	files	or	folders,	or	lock	a	specific	folder	using	a	fingerprint	scanner.	Aside	from	security	and	file	management,	Simple	File	Manager	has	several	options	for
customization,	including	color	schemes	and	themes.	Simple	Color	Scheme	Pro	costs	$1	for	a	lifetime	license.	There	is	also	a	free	version	of	Simple	File	Manager,	but	it	no	longer	receives	updates	and	strongly	advises	you	to	use	the	paid	version.	4.	MiXplorer	MiXplorer	is	a	file	manager	for	Android	that	flies	under	the	radar.	A	favorite	of	XDA	Labs,	the
Android	developer’s	forum,	MiXplorer	is	one	of	the	most	feature-packed	Android	file	management	apps	available.	Better	still,	it’s	entirely	free.	MiXplorer	features	dual-panel	drag-and-drop	file	transfers,	numerous	file	sorting	and	organization	options,	customizable	file	bookmarks	draw	for	your	frequent	files,	and	extensive	options	for	cloud	storage
providers.	Furthermore,	MiXplorer	includes	options	for	the	creation	and	management	of	archives,	encryption	tools,	a	basic	text	editor	and	image	viewer,	and	more.	The	excellent	free	version	of	MiXplorer	is	available	as	an	APK,	which	means	you	must	sideload	the	installation	file	onto	your	Android	device.	Check	out	how	to	install	apps	on	your	Android
device	from	your	computer	for	more	information.		There	is	also	the	MiXplorer	Silver	app	available	on	the	Google	Play	store,	at	the	cost	of	$5.	MiXplorer	Silver	bundles	the	MiXplorer	file	manager	with	several	other	apps	from	the	developer	and,	of	course,	supports	the	developer	financially.	5.	Astro	File	Manager	Astro	File	Manager	is	one	of	the	oldest
and	most	popular	free	Android	file	manager	apps.	One	of	the	best	Astro	File	Manager	features	is	the	integrated	cleaner.	You	can	use	Astro	File	Manager	to	help	keep	on	top	of	your	Android	device	spring	cleaning,	making	sure	you	never	run	out	of	storage	at	a	critical	moment.	Astro	works	well	with	your	cloud	storage	options,	as	well	as	offering
management	tools	for	your	SD	card	and	other	storage	types.	You	have	the	standard	range	of	file	manager	tools—copy,	delete,	move,	organize—as	well	as	handy	tools	for	creating	and	managing	archives,	downloads,	and	more.	Astro	File	Manager	isn’t	flashy	or	brimming	full	of	features	and	plugins.	But	it	is	a	solid	file	manager	for	Android,	which	is
what	keeps	it	at	the	top	of	the	Android	file	management	app	rankings.	What	Is	The	Best	File	Manager	For	Android?	The	best	file	manager	for	your	Android	is	the	one	that	suits	your	requirements.	You	have	a	selection	of	powerful	and	essential	file	management	options	for	your	Android	device.	Experiment,	and	see	what	suits	you.	Are	you	running	out	of
space	on	your	Android	device?	Check	out	how	to	transfer	files	from	your	Android	storage	to	an	internal	SD	card.	Most	Android	homescreens	are	made	up	of	app	shortcuts,	with	maybe	a	couple	widgets	thrown	in	for	good	measure.	Placing	an	app	shortcut	on	the	homescreen	is	just	a	matter	of	long	pressing	on	its	icon	in	the	app	drawer,	but	what	if	you
want	to	create	a	shortcut	to	a	specific	like	an	MP3,	document	or	video?MORE:	Android	6.0	Marshmallow	Guide:	Tips,	Tricks	and	How-TosWhile	this	isn’t	built	into	the	operating	system,	a	quick	trip	to	Google	Play	will	have	you	creating	shortcuts	to	any	file	or	folder	on	your	phone	with	just	a	few	taps	of	your	screen.	Here’s	how	to	do	it	in	the	latest
version	of	Android.1.	Download	and	install	ES	File	Explorer	File	Manager.	There	are	other	file	managers	that	will	allow	you	to	create	file	shortcuts,	but	for	this	tip,	we’ll	use	ES	File	Explorer	File	Manager	for	its	simplicity	and	clean	interface.2.	Open	ES	File	Explorer	File	Manager.3.	Navigate	to	the	file,	files	or	folder	that	you	wish	to	create	a	shortcut
for.	You	can	navigate	to	the	files	using	the	Category	menu	on	the	homescreen	of	ES	File	Explorer	File	Manager.Or	if	you	know	the	file	you	are	looking	for	is	in	the	Download	folder	you	may	want	to	navigate	there	by	tapping	the	icon	in	the	upper-left	corner	of	the	app	and	selecting	Download.4.	Long	press	on	the	file	that	you	want	to	select.	A	checkbox
will	appear	on	the	file’s	icon	and	menu	options	at	the	top	of	the	screen	will	change.5.	Tap	the	overflow	icon	(three	vertical	dots)	in	the	upper-right	corner.	6.	Select	Add	to	Desktop.There’s	no	message	to	indicate	that	the	shortcut	has	been	created,	but	if	you	exit	the	app	you	will	see	the	new	shortcut	pop	up	in	the	first	available	space	on	your
homescreen.	You	can	now	drag	and	drop	the	shortcut	wherever	you	like	on	your	homescreen,	just	as	with	any	other	app	or	widget.	Be	aware	that	you	aren’t	able	to	create	shortcuts	to	specific	image	files,	but	you	can	create	a	shortcut	to	a	folder	with	as	few	or	as	many	images	as	you	like	in	it.	Get	instant	access	to	breaking	news,	the	hottest	reviews,
great	deals	and	helpful	tips.	By	Sandra	Parker	i	Ciaran	Griffin/Lifesize/Getty	Images	AVI	refers	to	a	specific	file	format	that	is	common	for	use	with	video	files.	AVI	files	are	generally	smaller	than	other	video	file	types,	making	them	easier	to	store	on	your	hard	drive	as	they	take	up	less	room.	AVI	files,	like	most	other	files,	can	be	saved	quickly	and
easily	on	your	computer	without	downloading	any	special	software	or	converting	to	another	format.	Obtain	the	AVI	file.	An	AVI	file	can	be	obtained	by	downloading	the	file	from	the	Internet	or	received	as	an	email	attachment.	Simply	download	the	file	from	its	original	location	on	the	Internet	or	open	the	email	attachment	by	double	clicking	on	the
icon.	Choose	to	Save	the	File	to	your	Computer.	If	you	are	opening	the	file	as	an	email	attachment,	your	computer	will	ask	you	if	you	want	to	run	the	file	from	its	location	or	save	it.	Click	on	Save.	This	will	open	a	new	dialog	box.	The	dialog	box	will	look	much	like	your	Windows	Explorer	function	and	allow	you	to	choose	what	folder	you	want	to	use	to
house	the	new	file.	Choose	the	folder	by	highlighting	it	in	the	dialog	box.	Name	your	AVI	file.	The	AVI	file	will	probably	already	have	a	name,	but	you	may	want	to	change	it	so	that	the	file	is	more	easily	recognized.	Simply	highlight	the	name	of	the	file	in	the	Save	As	box	at	the	bottom	of	the	open	dialog	box	and	rename	the	file.	Click	Save	Move	the
downloaded	AVI	file.	If	you	downloaded	the	file	from	the	Internet,	the	file	will	already	be	saved	to	your	computer.	You	will	just	have	to	move	it.	Open	Windows	Explorer	and	locate	your	Downloads	folder.	Highlight	the	AVI	file	and	right	click	the	file.	Choose	copy.	Navigate	to	the	folder	of	your	choice	in	your	computer’s	hard	drive,	right	click	in	the	open
space	and	choose	Paste.	The	file	will	now	appear	in	the	new	folder.	Go	back	to	the	Downloads	folder	and	delete	the	original	file.
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